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Prologue:

My involvement with the Rochester Franciscans really began in 1996 when | led an architectural tour
here in Rochester for the Minnesota Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians, covering the built
works of architect Harold Crawford. One of our stops was at Assisi Heights to visit one of Crawford’s
works on the property. This was the former residence of Dr. Louis B. Wilson and his wife, Maude Mellish
Wilson. Both were key players in the early Mayo Clinic. As the busload of architectural historians
gathered around and | prepared to begin my description of the structure, we all got a pleasant surprise.
A woman dressed in an outfit evoking the 1920s appeared from behind the house. She greeted us and
introduced herself as Maud Mellish Wilson. She then gave us a wonderful description of her former
home. When this was concluded, the reenactor introduced herself as Sister Marlys Jax. It had been she
who had given me permission to bring the tour to the property in a previous phone call and decided to
surprise us, which ended up being the highlight of the entire tour.

Years later in 2015, | was pleasantly surprised to receive a phone call from Sister Marlys, inviting me to
help her develop an architectural tour of Assisi Heights. We quickly worked out a route that covered key
features of both the exterior and interior of the building. We then began a series of walk-throughs as |
began notes for a script. Because | am not a Roman Catholic, | really needed her help in understanding
the inherent symbolism in the features | wanted to be able to explain to the tour attendees. Thus, our
practice walks along the tour route were accompanied by many questions by me and patient answers by
her. We began co-leading the Assisi Heights tours in the summer of 2015. My understanding of the
symbolism of the building continued to grow, as | became more involved with the Sisters and their
earlier history since their first arrival here in 1877. Sister Marlys seemed always to be able to find other
projects that kept me occupied. Of particular enjoyment to me were the two architectural models |
produced of the first convent from 1877 and the first building of St. Marys Hospital from 1889. This
caused to me reuse old skills that had lain dormant from my days as an apprentice draftsman in the
1950s, plus newer tools such as AutoCAD.

In 2017, Sister Marlys proposed a new project to me. | had never even been to the former campus of
the College of St. Teresa located in Winona, which was closed and sold by the Rochester Franciscans in
1989 to an educational consortium. Sister Marlys proposed that she and | lead a bus tour to the campus
and visit just two of the existing buildings, the main chapel and its semidetached convent. | was willing
to learn more about this important part of the Sisters’ history but was also aware of my own limitations
on understanding the even more complex symbolism of these two buildings enough to lead a tour
through them. Sister Marlys as usual gave me confidence by saying “You just worry about the
architecture. I'll take care of the religion.” | then made a number of trips to the campus to visit the two
buildings and understand them. The tour went off very well, and my visits to the campus gave me a
glimmer of an idea for a further.

The Rochester Franciscans have a number of talented writers and scholars in their midst. | had already
read much of their published and unpublished material to prepare myself for leading tours of their

buildings. Their written works all do an excellent job of narrating their own history and explaining their
long-term objectives. The creation of the buildings necessary for their purposes are mentioned in their



writings as they occur, but with few specific details as to who designed them, built them, and decorated
them. | began to consider what sort of project | could do in terms of creating a detailed building history
to accompany their own well-documented human history from 1877 to the present. By 2017, | had had a
good run of published works in terms of articles and books on regional and local architectural history.
The last thing | wanted to do at that point was another book project.

Instead, | had a desire to dive deeper and just focus on documenting their building history in a more
academic format. This research could be placed in in an archive where interested parties could access it
in the future. The Sisters have always been builders, committing their energy and their resources to
establishing and initially operating a physical facility then turning it over to others as they became
capable of assuming operational control. These included primarily schools and small medical facilities in
locales remote from the two main hubs of their operation in Rochester and Winona. To fully document
every one of these would probably take me more years than | can realistically expect to have left to me.
So, | had to prioritize. | chose four major buildings and decided to focus entirely on these. They are all
major players in the rich history of the Sisters: The Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Marys Hospital,
the College of St. Teresa, and Assisi Heights. When | first embarked on this project, | knew it would be a
major effort. For six years, it has been my “go-to” research activity, interrupted by other higher priority
tasks such as preparation of classes and lectures on other topics. But | always was glad to resume this
project and plug along until the next interruption. | never hurried things and enjoyed not having a
deadline. As | discovered inconsistencies, errors or other glitches, | had the luxury of totally redoing
major pieces, and trying to get it all as right as | could. This document together with the four
monographs will soon be placed in the archives at Assisi Heights, as my own gift to the Rochester
Franciscans to share with you and others. If it helps you in your own quest for knowledge and
understanding, then | have done my job.

Ken Allsen
Rochester, Minnesota
July 1, 2023



Guide to the Project Documents:

This research project covers the building history of four totally different properties owned and operated
by the Rochester Franciscans. They were researched sequentially over a period of seven years and the
result is in four separate monographs. They each cover just one of the properties, describing the
contextual history of their origins, their stages of construction, and their use. Images and plans are
included to support this narrative. Each monograph also contains two appendices, one for images and
one for plans, a set of endnotes, and a full index to its contents. Though the properties described are
physically unique from each other, each has interrelationships with the other three. The creation of each
monograph after the first one always brought to light information that caused modifications and
updates to the ones succeeding it. So, in the final versions included here, the separate monographs
should accurately reflect the overall building history of the four properties as a whole.

When the final review and editing of all the monographs was completed, all four received one final
major modification. Each monograph at this point still contained sections that contained redundant
material that pertained to some or all of the others. This was done on purpose to allow external
reviewers to have all pertinent information at hand to perform their duties easily on that specific
monograph. After all the individual reviews were completed, the redundant material had served its
purpose and now no longer was needed in each monograph. This step was always anticipated and a fifth
document was then completed (the one you are currently reading). It is intended as a common adjunct
and tool to assist readers of a specific monograph in their full understanding of that material. Each of
the following sections of this document have a different purpose.

The “Architects, Builders and Artists” section contains biographies of all the firms and key individuals
who designed, constructed or decorated the buildings. Since many of these were involved at multiple
properties, a full list of their projects for the Rochester Franciscans is included with each firm or
individual.

The “General Bibliography” section contains a cumulative list of all source material cited in each of the
monographs plus other general sources of interest. All citations given in an individual monograph point
to items on this list.



Architects, Builders and Artists:

This section of the document is divided into three parts. Part 1 covers architects including design
consultants and landscape designers. Part 2 covers builders and general contractors. Part 3 covers
artisans and artists working in various media.

Entries are arranged alphabetically within each part by last name or firm name. Each entry also
concludes with a chronological list of projects done for the Rochester Franciscans.



Part 1 (Architects):

E. Brielmaier & Sons

Erhardt Brielmaier was born in 1841 in Germany. In 1850 he immigrated with his mother and siblings to
Ohio where his father was already working as a carpenter. Young Erhard first worked as a carpenter,
sculptor and altar builder in the Cincinnati area. He married in 1860, eventually fathering thirteen
children. The family moved to Milwaukee in 1873 where he started an architectural practice specializing
in Catholic ecclesiastical projects. Three of his sons, Joseph Brielmaier, Bernhard Brielmaier and Leo
Brielmaier completed their own training as architects. After they all joined his practice, in 1887 Erhardt
renamed the firm E. Brielmaier & Sons. The firm was truly a family affair. In addition to the three sons
associated with their father, four other siblings were artists in their own right and maintained studios in
Milwaukee. Each of these contributed their own talents to many projects done by their father’s firm.
Erhardt Brielmaier died in 1917 in Milwaukee. The firm he founded in 1873 continued under his sons’
and grandsons’ management until closing in 1960. More than 1000 churches and other ecclesiastical
buildings were completed by the firm during its existence.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:

Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1903) heating plant and laundry building
(1908) 2" addition to Academy

St. Marys Hospital
(1903) 3™ addition to Hospital
(1912) 4t addition to Hospital

College of St. Teresa
(1910) st. Clare Hall
(1910) remodel Bishop Cotter residence (Assisi Hall)
(1911) remodel St. Mary’s Hall (finish attic, add dormers to roof)
(1912) St. Teresa Hall
(1912) st. Cecilia Hall
(1912) remodel existing house (St. Rita House/St. Hilda House)
(1912) remodel existing house (St. Agnes House)
(1912) addition to St. Mary’s Hall (east wing)
(1914) addition to St. Mary’s Hall (rear verandas)
(1916) remodel existing house (Loretto Hall)
(1919) remodel existing house (Whitby Hall)
(1919) remodel existing house (Snack Bar)



Alphonse & Lottie Brielmaier

Their father sent them first to Rome where they studied classical stained glass. They then moved to
Germany where they mastered the traditional “Munich Style” of windows, a mix of stained glass and
painted images on glass. They then returned to Milwaukee and opened their studio.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1908) Chapel windows
St. Marys Hospital
(1903) Chapel windows
College of St. Teresa
(1911) Chapel windows

Clothilde Brielmaier
With encouragement from her father, she spent some years in Italy. There she studied classical art and

painting. Upon her return to Milwaukee, she opened her own studio, specializing in religious works. She
became well-known as a painter of murals in churches.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1908) Chapel murals
St. Marys Hospital
(1903) Chapel murals
College of St. Teresa
(1911) Chapel murals

John Brielmaier

While still a youth, John showed interest in sculpture. His father recognized his talent and sent him to
Germany to serve as an apprentice to the traditional woodcarvers there for about two years. He also
studied the interiors of many German churches where he observed the elaborate wooden altars and
carved choir screens so characteristic of them. He then returned to Milwaukee to open his own

workshop. His altars and other wooden artworks were featured in many of the churches designed by his
father’s firm.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1908) Chapel interior
St. Marys Hospital
(1903) Chapel interior
College of St. Teresa
(1911) Chapel interior



Harold H. Crawford

Harold Hamilton Crawford FAIA was born in 1888 in Beaver Creek township in southwest Minnesota. He
was raised on the family farm near the small village of Eyota, just east of Rochester, Minnesota. After
moving to Rochester, he graduated from high school there in 1908. He then attended the university of
Illinois, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in architecture in 1913. He continued his education,
enrolling at Harvard University and received a master’s degree in art and architecture in 1916. During his
time at Harvard he was also employed in the firm of Frank Choteau Brown. He returned to Rochester in
1916 and opened his own practice there. He would remain there for the rest of his life except for two
years of service in the U.S. Army in World War I. During his half century of practice, Crawford became
especially known for the many fine homes he designed in the Pill Hill area of Rochester, for doctors and
administrators of the Mayo Clinic. The house he created for Dr. Louis B. Wilson in 1925 on Walnut Hill is
a fine example of his work. Harold Crawford closed his practice and retired in 1965. He died in 1981.

Projects later purchased by the Rochester Franciscans:
Assisi Heights (Walnut Hill)
(1925) Residence for Dr. L.B. Wilson
(1925) Cottage remodel

John M. Doherty

Doherty was a native of St. Paul, Minnesota. After graduation from high school and serving an
apprenticeship under architect Mark Fitzpatrick, he moved to Rochester in 1894. His local architectural
practice included a number of residences, Holmes School, an addition to the Schuster brewery, the
Masonic Temple in 1901, and the 1898 Central Fire Station. That same year he married a local girl, Anna
May Sage. They moved to St. Paul in 1903 where he rejoined the firm of Mark Fitzpatrick.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1897) 2" addition to Hospital

Ellerbe & Company

Franklin H. Ellerbe was born in 1870 in Mississippi. He came to Mankato, Minnesota as child, but the
family soon moved to St. Paul. He became an architect and builder, learning his craft as a St. Paul
building inspector, before opening his own office in 1909. In 1910 he entered into a partnership with
Olin Round forming Ellerbe & Round which by 1915 had expanded into one of the major architectural
offices in Minnesota. In 1915 the partners divided the business and each started their own practices.
Franklin then named his firm Ellerbe & Company which survives today as Ellerbe Becket in St. Paul. In
1910 the firm did its first project in Rochester, the Zumbro Hotel for businessman John Kahler. This
brought him to the attention of the Mayo Brothers and the Ellerbe firm has designed virtually every
Mayo Clinic building from 1914 to the present day. Franklin Ellerbe died at Rochester, following
emergency surgery there in 1921.

The management of the firm was then assumed by his son, Thomas F. Ellerbe who was born in 1892 in
St. Paul. After completing his education, he served in the army during World War | in Europe, and upon
his return in 1919 joined his father’s firm. Only two years later his father died unexpectedly. Thomas
assumed the leadership of the firm, continually maintaining its excellent reputation until his retirement
in 1966. He continued as chairman of the board until 1969. Thomas Ellerbe died in St. Paul in 1987.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
College of St. Teresa
(1961) Roger Bacon Science Center
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(1964) Assisi Hall (2")

(1965) Administration & Alumnae Center (never built)
(1965) Student Center (never built)

(1965) Fine Arts Building (never built)

(1965) Auditorium (never built)

(1966) Maria Hall

(1967) Mary Molloy Library

Hugh V. Feehan

Hugh Vincent Feehan founded and operated a highly regarded landscape architecture firm in
Minneapolis from sometime around the end of World War | until his death in the 1960s. He was
especially known for his skill as a designer of golf courses in and around the Twin Cities. During the Great
Depression the WPA built a number of small golf courses around the state of Minnesota. The design for
most of these are attributed to Feehan. He soon came to the attention of the State Architect, Clarence
H. Johnstone. He began using Feehan's services on many of his institutional projects across the state.
When Johnstone completed his own first project for St. Marys Hospital in 1922, Feehan landscaped it.
He would continue to provide his landscape design services to the hospital through a number of
expansions, culminating in 1956.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital

(1922) Landscaping for 5™ addition to hospital
(1929) Landscaping for 6 addition to hospital
(1931) Landscaping for hospital chapel
(1946) Landscaping for 7™ addition to hospital
(1950) Survey of hospital buildings & infrastructure
(1952) Demolition plan for 8" addition to hospital
(1956) Landscaping for 8t addition to hospital

HGA Architects

The firm of Hammel, Green & Abrahamson (renamed HGA Architects in 1964) was founded by three
partners in 1954. With headquarters in Minneapolis, it remains one of the largest and most important
architectural firms in the state. Specializing primarily in institutional buildings, they have done major
projects in Rochester for St. Marys Hospital and Mayo Clinic, and they maintain a permanent design
office there. None of the three original partners are now with the firm.

Richard F. Hammel was born in Owatonna, Minnesota in 1923. He received a bachelor’s degree in
architecture from the University of Minnesota in 1944. After serving in World War Il, he attended the
Harvard School of Design where he studied under Walter Gropius and received a master’s degree in
architecture in 1947. He died in 1986.

Curtis H. Green was born in Minneapolis in 1925. He received a bachelor’s degree in architecture from
the University of Minnesota in 1946. He then attended MIT where he studied under Alvar Aalto and
received a master’s degree in architecture in 1948. He retired from HGA in 1993.

Bruce A. Abrahamson was born in Minneapolis in 1925. After serving in World War 1l, he attended the
University of Minnesota and received a bachelor’s degree in architecture in 1949. He then enrolled at
the Harvard School of Design and received a master’s degree in architecture in 1950. He retired from
HGA in 1995.
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In 1976, HGA formed a temporary partnership with the Seattle-based firm of Naramore Bain Brady &
Johanson. Working as a team, they designed the final major building project done by the Rochester
Franciscans.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1980) 10* addition to hospital
Assisi Heights
(1982) chapel renovation

James B. Hills

James Bertram Hills was born in 1888, in Binghamton, New York. He earned a degree in architectural
engineering from Cornell University in 1917. That year he moved to St. Louis and became a partner of
Patrick O’Meara in the firm of O’Meara & Hills. Hills left the firm in 1930 to open an independent
practice in Minneapolis. In 1940, he formed a new partnership, the firm of Hills, Gilbertson & Hayes.
They designed a large number of churches across Minnesota. One of these was St. Francis of Assisi
Church in Rochester in 1940, and also its convent and school in 1951. This brought him into contact with
the Rochester Franciscans who commissioned him to decorate their new Francis Chapel at St. Marys
hospital, also in 1951. James Hill retired shortly before his death in Minneapolis in 1979.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Francis Church (Rochester)
(1951) convent
St. Marys Hospital
(1951) Francis Chapel

Clarence H. Johnston

Clarence Howard Johnston, FAIA was born August 28, 1859 in Waseca County, Minnesota. As a child, he
moved with his family to St. Paul. After completing his education in the public schools there, he worked
in the office of Abraham Radcliffe, a prominent St. Paul architect. It was here that he first met Cass
Gilbert and the two young men formed a lifelong friendship. In 1878, Gilbert and Johnston left
Radcliffe’s employ to study architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Johnston had to
drop out before completing his first year due to financial problems. He returned to St. Paul in 1879 and
entered the office of architect Edward Bassford. In 1880 he accepted a position with Herter Brothers of
New York City, well known interior designers for the elite of the Gilded Age. He stayed with them for
about two years, spending the bulk of his time assisting with one project, the massive William Vanderbilt
mansion then being erected on Fifth Avenue.

In 1882, Johnston returned to St. Paul and opened his practice there. One year later in 1883, he left his
office in the hands of his brother and departed for Europe. He then did a tour of Italy, Greece and
Turkey, absorbing the great buildings of the classical age and those of the Italian Renaissance. After his
return, he spent a number of years establishing himself as a popular designer of important residences
along St. Paul’s Summit Avenue and in other upscale neighborhoods in the twin cities. He also extended
his talent to churches, schools and other public and commercial buildings. In 1885, he partnered with
William Wilcox. When Wilcox departed in 1889, Johnston resumed his solo practice, building it into one
of the most successful architectural firms in the state.

One of the keys to Johnston’s great success was his appointment by the Minnesota State Board of
Control in 1901 as State Architect, with overall responsibility for all state-owned buildings. His tenure
lasted until the Board of Control was dissolved in 1931. During this period, his firm designed virtually
every important building for the University of Minnesota system and the state hospitals. He
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concentrated on public buildings and churches in his private practice, but also accepted some residential
commissions. In 1931, Johnston turned his practice over to his son and retired. He died in 1936.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:

St. Marys Hospital
(1922) 5" addition to Hospital
(1929) 6% addition to Hospital

College of St. Teresa
(1924) additions to Tea House
(1924) Alverna Hall
(1925) Chapel of St. Mary of the Angels
(1928) Power Plant
(1929) Lourdes Hall

Frank Kacmarcik

He was born in 1920 in St. Paul, Minnesota. In his youth, he demonstrated a strong talent for art. After
his graduation from high school in 1938, he received a full scholarship at the Minneapolis College of Art
& Design. During his time there he became deeply interested in monastic art and also learned that some
abbeys still had non-ordained monks who practiced art. In 1941 he was accepted at St. John’s Abbey in
Collegeville, Minnesota on a trial basis. In 1943, Frank left the abbey and joined the army. He was
assigned as a chaplain’s assistant and was sent to Europe that same year. His duties still left some free
time and he spent it visiting historic works of architecture, especially churches and monasteries.
Following his discharge, he resumed his studies at the Minneapolis College of Art & Design and received
his degree in 1947. Thanks to a further scholarship and the Gl Bill, Frank was able to spend the next
three years studying art in Paris, painting, traveling, and coming in contact with other artists producing
contemporary religious art.

In 1950 while still in Europe, Frank was offered a position teaching in the Art Department at St. John’s
University. He returned to Collegeville and took up his new duties. He also renewed his acquaintance
with many of the monks at the abbey from his days there as a novice. In the early 1950s, St. John’s
decided to build a new larger chapel to serve the monks and the student body. They hired New York
based architect Marcel Breuer who began working with the Abbey’s building committee. Frank
Kacmarcik began informally offering advice to the committee and also formed a friendship with Breuer,
who as a non-Catholic looked to him for guidance in the special religious requirements of the new
chapel. Frank’s outspokenness and his insistence on a modern approach to religious architecture soon
put him at odds with the older more conservative monks and in 1954, he left the abbey and moved to
St. Paul to begin a career as a liturgical consultant on church architectural projects. His first client was
Marcel Breuer who hired Frank to work with him on the new chapel at Collegeville. The project was
completed and won international fame and many awards. Frank’s reputation as a consultant benefitted
from the recognition. His career would eventually include an additional 22 major projects, two of these
with Breuer.

In 1986, Frank Kacmarcik approached the abbot of St. John’s Abbey about returning to live there as an
oblate monk. The vote of the other monks was favorable and he received the Benedictine habit in 1988.
He continued to do small consulting projects during his residence at the abbey and died there in 2004.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
Assisi Heights
(1982) Chapel renovation (liturgical consultant)
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Maguolo & Quick

In 1944, when Patrick O’Meara retired and closed O’Meara and Associates in St. Louis, two of the firm’s
principals immediately formed the successor firm of Maguolo & Quick. Most of the O’'Meara staff
remained with the new firm. The previous successful involvement of both partners in the design and
construction of the 1941 Medical Building at St. Marys Hospital caused the Franciscan Sisters to select
the new firm as architects for two major projects, the hospital’s 1956 Domitilla Building and the new
convent at Assisi Heights completed in 1955. The firm eventually opened branch offices in Minneapolis
and Detroit and was responsible for a number of important Modernist Catholic structures in the postwar
period.

George J. Maguolo was born in St. Louis in 1893. He received a bachelor’s degree in architecture from
Washington University in 1917, and then served with the army in France during World War I. After his
discharge he remained in France and enrolled at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris where he remained
until 1922. He then returned to Washington University, earning a master’s degree in Architecture in
1923. He worked for the firm of Cross & Cross in New York City for a few years, but eventually returned
to St. Louis where he joined the firm of Patrick O’'Meara. In 1934 he became a principal in O’Meara &
Associates. with the approval of O’Meara he also began collaborating with George Quick on some
independent projects in the St. Louis area. These projects were performed under the name of “Maguolo
& Quick” but the actual firm did not officially exist until 1944. After his partner’s death, George Maguolo
closed the business and retired. He died in 1975.

George E. Quick, Sr. was born in Chicago in 1892. He received his education at the University of lllinois in
architecture and engineering, probably graduating in about 1914. His work record is undocumented
after that time, though he probably served in World War I. In about 1920 he moved to St. Louis and in
1922 joined the new firm of O’'Meara & Hills When the firm was renamed O’Meara & Associates in 1930,
George Quick remained as one of the associated architects in the firm until it closed in 1944. He then
became a partner in Maguolo & Quick. He died in 1960.

George E. Quick, Jr. was born in St. Louis in 1924, the eldest son of George E. Quick, Sr. Following his
high school graduation in 1942, he immediately enlisted in the army serving in the European theater. He
saw action as part of the armored corps of the 84™" Division and was involved in the Battle of the Bulge
in 1944. After his discharge he returned home and enrolled at Washington University. He received his
degree in architectural engineering in 1948 and joined his father’s firm in about 1950. He was highly
involved in the firm’s major projects for the Rochester Franciscans in the 1950s and is especially credited
with his design efforts on the Domitilla Building and Assisi Heights. When Maguolo & Quick closed in the
1960s, he started his own architectural firm and was responsible for a number of notable buildings in St.
Louis and the surrounding area. He retired in 1986 and died in 2015.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1956) 8" addition to hospital
Assisi Heights
(1955) Main building & power plant

C.G. Maybury & Son

Charles G. Maybury was born in 1830 in Solon, New York. After he was educated there, he rose to
become a partner in a prominent building and contracting firm. After the firm dissolved he operated his
own drafting and building firm. In 1856 he moved to Winona, Minnesota where he opened an
architectural office. His first structure there was the Sanborn Building which he both designed and built.
In 1865 he purchased the office of architect Abraham Radcliffe who was returning to St. Paul after a
hiatus in Winona. Maybury’s reputation soon spread as he was then the only practicing professional
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architect in all of southern Minnesota. Winona today is populated with many important 19*" century
buildings designed by him. His reputation soon spread to Rochester where he did a number of key
projects for the Franciscan sisters there. In 1881 he formed a partnership with his son, Jefferson and the
firm of C.G. Maybury & Son was formed. Charles Maybury died in 1917 in Winona.

Jefferson N. Maybury was born in 1858 in Winona, the oldest son of C.G. Maybury. As a young man he
began working in his father’s office. Following his graduation from high school, he served a brief
apprenticeship with architect Edward Bassford in St. Paul. He returned to Winona in 1881 and became
his father’s partner. When his father became semiretired in the 1890s, Jefferson’s own reputation grew.
In 1901 he was one of five finalists for the position of Minnesota State Architect, but the position went
to Clarence Johnston. In 1904 he served as part of the design team for the grounds and buildings of the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis. He returned briefly to Winona but soon left for Seattle,
Washington to accept the post of architect for their Board of Education. He died in 1928 in Seattle.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:

Sacred Heart Academy (Owatonna)
(1877) Academy

Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1877) Academy
(1888) 1°t addition to Academy

St. Marys Hospital
(1889) Hospital
(1893) 1%t addition to Hospital

College of St. Teresa
(1894) remodel St. Mary’s Hall (add 3™ floor)
(1902) 1°t addition to St. Mary’s Hall (west wing)

Projects later purchased by the Rochester Franciscans:
Diocese of Winona
(1890) Bishop Cotter residence
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McCann & Wasmuth

The firm of McCann & Wasmuth was formed in 1960 when R.V. McCann promoted one of the associates
in his Minneapolis firm to full partnership.

R.V. McCann (Realino Vincent) was born in 1897 in Fort Dodge, lowa. He attended the University of
Notre Dame in 1914 and 1915, then dropped out to serve in World War |. After his discharge in 1919, he
completed his education at Washington University in St. Louis, receiving a bachelor’s degree in
architecture in 1927. He was employed by O’Meara & Associates until 1937. He then moved to
Minneapolis and established his own practice there. When Maguolo & Quick won the commission for
the 8™ expansion of St. Marys hospital in 1954, McCann served them as a consulting architect. This
connection was probably a factor in McCann & Wasmuth receiving the commission in 1963 for the next
expansion of the hospital.

Bruce H.A. Wasmuth was born in 1920 in Minneapolis. After receiving a bachelor’s degree in
architecture from the University of Minnesota, he joined the navy and served in World War Il. After the
war, he was employed by the firm of Elizabeth & Winston Close and that of Gross & Anderson until
1948, when he joined the firm of R.V. McCann. He soon became a key member of McCann’s office and
was made a full partner in the firm in 1960. He died in 2004 in Bloomington, Minnesota.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1968) 9t addition to hospital

John M. Miller

John McGannon Miller was born in Litchfield, Minnesota in 1890. He was educated at the University of
Minnesota and worked as an architect in Jamestown, South Dakota from 1912 to 1917. In 1917 he
enlisted in the United States Army and served in Europe, receiving his discharge in 1919. He then moved
to Rochester and established his practice. His specialty became public buildings and especially churches,
examples of which still exist across southern Minnesota. In Rochester he designed St. John’s Catholic
Church, the central fire station and City Hall. He collaborated with Harold Crawford on the initial design
of the Rochester Post Office. John Miller did only a few residences, two of which are in the Pill Hill area.
The remodel of St. Mary’s Hall after its move to its new site is his only known project for the Franciscan
sisters. He died in 1932.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans;
Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes:
(1921) Alfred Convalescent Hospital (formerly St. Mary’s Hall)
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Naramore Bain Brady & Johanson

Floyd Naramore, William Bain, Sr., Clifton Brady and Perry Johanson co-founded this Seattle-based

firm in 1943. In its early years, the firm was a loose amalgam of three offices, working in association:
Naramore & Brady, William J. Bain Sr., and Smith Carroll and Johanson. These three

firms retained their own offices for a time while also working at the ad hoc firm, before eventually
merging into one firm, Naramore Bain Brady & Johanson. The firm is currently the third largest
architectural office in the United States and fifth in the world. In addition to their main office in Seattle,
the firm has branch offices in Beijing, Columbus, OH, Dubai, London, Los Angeles, New York City and San
Francisco. In 1976, the firm formed a temporary partnership with the Minneapolis-based firm of HGA
Architects. Working as a team, they designed the final major building project done by the Rochester
Franciscans.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1980) 10t addition to hospital

O’Meara & Associates

Patrick O’Meara was born in 1890 at West Bend, Wisconsin, and attended the University of Notre Dame
until 1910. He then spent some years working for architects in various midwestern cities. In 1916, he
became a partner in the firm of Damon & O’Meara at Fort Dodge, lowa.

After six years in that association he moved to St. Louis where he joined James B. Hills to form O’Meara
& Hills. The firm soon established a reputation as specialists in Roman Catholic ecclesiastical work. When
Hills withdrew from the firm in 1930 to practice independently in Minneapolis, O’'Meara remained in St.
Louis and renamed his firm O’Meara & Associates. Patrick O’'Meara died in 1945 in St. Louis.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1946) 7t addition to hospital

Viggo F.E. Rambusch

Born in 1900 on Staten Island in New York, Viggo Frode Erik Rambusch spent his entire career working
for the Rambusch Decorating Company. The Manhattan firm was founded by his father, a Danish
immigrant in 1889. Rambusch was an architect who coordinated the decorating, lighting and furnishing
of more than 1,000 churches, synagogues, theaters and other public places. Many examples of his work
exist in New York City, such as the main public rooms at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel and the stained-glass
windows of St. Bartholomew’s Church on Park Avenue.

Viggo Rambusch was also dedicated to supporting the Roman Catholic Church in Scandinavia. For more
than 60 years, he was president of St. Ansgar's Scandinavian Catholic League, a group of about 1,000
Americans who supported the Catholic Church in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden. In
1994, Pope John Paul Il installed him as a Knight of St. Gregory for his support of the Scandinavian
church. He died in Scarsdale, New York in 1996.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1935) chapel interior (initial)
(1945) chapel interior (final)
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Henry J. Schlacks

Henry John Schlacks was born in 1867. He was primarily known as an ecclesiologist in a 19th Century
sense of the word, meaning one who designs and decorates churches. He was from Chicago, lllinois, and
is considered by many to be the finest of Chicago's church architects. Schlacks trained at MIT and in the
offices of Adler & Sullivan before starting his own practice. He founded the Architecture Department at
the University of Notre Dame and designed several buildings in the Chicago area. In 1930, he was asked
by the Rochester Franciscans to serve as a consulting architect on their new hospital chapel. Schlacks
would provide guidance in liturgical design, working in collaboration with lead architect Clarence
Johnston. This chapel was one of Schlacks’ last projects. He died in Chicago in 1938.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1931) Chapel (liturgical consultant)

J.A. Seinfelder

He is mentioned in a brief notice in a Winona newspaper in 1884 announcing a new building in Winona
for the “Marianite Sisters from Wisconsin.” There he is identified only as the architect for the newly
announced St. Mary’s Academy building. Note that the sisters involved were primarily German speakers
and thus probably hired a local German-speaking builder/designer to create their first academy building,
located in New Cassel, WI. It opened in 1874, the same year the Sisters arrived there from Germany.
After exhaustive research by the author in census records and a number of other archival resources in
Wisconsin, Minnesota and online, nothing can be found about Seinfelder. In hope of further disclosures,
the author posits that he was known to the Sisters from previous projects and was chosen to create the
plans for their new facility in Winona.

Projects later purchased by the Rochester Franciscans:
Saint Mary’s Academy
(1884) main building

John Thorpe

When the city of Chicago began to rebuild after the great fire of 1873, John Thorp was a strong advocate
for the inclusion of parks and green spaces amid the many new buildings arising from the ashes. He
operated one of Chicago’s largest greenhouses and became a pioneer of what we now refer to as
landscape architecture. He was a cofounder of the Chicago Horticultural Society, and he was serving as
its president in 1891 when planning began for the proposed Columbian Exposition. When the Chicago
World’s Fair opened in 1893, Thorp was director of its Department of Horticulture, in charge of the
Horticulture Building exhibits and its greenhouses. He had also been instrumental in obtaining the
commission for Frederic Law Olmsted to design the landscaping of the grounds and worked closely with
him on the project. Following the closing of the fair, he continued working as a landscape architect and
contractor.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
College of St. Teresa
(1902) Campus (south end)
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Walker Parking Consultants

The firm, located in Chicago was established in 1965. It initially provided planning, design and
engineering solutions primarily in the areas of parking and mobility. In 1970, they opened their first
branch office located in Minneapolis. At present they have branch offices in most major cities across the
United States. In addition to parking design, they now offer further services in the areas of restoration
planning and corrective actions on all types of facilities impacted by natural events or defects in design
or construction. At some point the firm’s name was changed and it is now known as Walker Consultants.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1977) Parking Garage
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Part 2 (Builders):

Barton-Malow Construction Company

Barton-Malow's origins date to 1924 when Carl Oscar Barton founded the C.0. Barton Company in
Detroit, Michigan. Barton-Malow is one of the 20 largest construction firms in the United States.
Headquartered in Southfield, Michigan, the firm also has regional offices in Maryland, Virginia, Arizona,
Ohio, and Georgia.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1986) 10™ addition to Hospital

Conrad Bohn

He was born in 1835 in Kassel, Germany and immigrated to America as a young man. He worked as a
carpenter for a number of years, first in New York and then in Chicago. He then moved to Winona,
Minnesota and established himself as a builder. In 1866, he built a mill which manufactured sash and
trim. His contracting firm grew and at one time employed 125 workers. He soon became closely
associated with pioneer architect Charles Maybury and was the builder for many of his projects in
Winona and across southern Minnesota. He retired in 1887 and died in 1906.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
Sacred Heart Academy (Owatonna)
(1877) Academy
Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1877) Academy

Butler Brothers Construction Company

The firm was founded about 1890 in St. Paul, Minnesota. Five of the six brothers involved in the
partnership were already involved in the building trades. The sixth partner, Pierce Butler, was a St. Paul
attorney. He served as general counsel for the company, and he would be appointed a justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1923. Butler Brothers served as general contractor from 1896 to 1905 on the new
Minnesota State Capitol building. This success led to other major commissions and expansion of the firm
into one of the premier construction companies in the state. They expanded their services into many
areas, building bridges, highways and major buildings across the Midwest. One specialty became mining
equipment for the mines along the Mesabi Range and they had a branch office in Duluth for many years
to support this effort.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1912) Power House (interior layout & mechanicals)

Martin F. Heffron

He was born April 2, 1848 to Irish immigrant parents in New York City, where his father was employed as
a carpenter. In 1863, his family moved to Rochester, Minnesota and soon moved to a farm in nearby
Kalmar Township. Patrick Heffron combined farming with carpenter work and Martin learned the trade
from him. In 1877, father and son were employed as carpenters on a motherhouse for a newly arrived
group of Franciscan Sisters. This would be the first step in a lifelong relationship between the Rochester
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Franciscans and Martin Heffron. In 1886, he opened his own contracting firm. Heffron Construction
Company had a number of successful early projects. In 1889, he served as the general contractor on the
original St. Marys Hospital. Heffron soon had a reputation for completing projects on time and within
the budget. His firm prospered, and over the years erected a large number of churches and other
buildings across southeast Minnesota. But it was the many projects he completed for the Rochester
Franciscans that Heffron is most remembered for today. Working in tandem with the architects, his firm
was general contractor for every major building effort of the Sisters between 1889 and 1932. When
Martin Heffron was in his mid-sixties, he still enjoyed his leadership of the Heffron Construction
Company. However, after decades of working on site as a contractor, he decided to seek a partner to
handle the more active aspects of the firm.

He turned to a younger man who he knew well. William Fitzgerald was born in 1887 in Rochester,
Minnesota. He was educated in both parochial and public schools, completing his education in 1905. He
worked for Heffron Construction as a bookkeeper starting in 1908. In 1909, he left and joined the firm of
Garfield Schwartz, eventually serving as construction supervisor on the first Mayo Clinic building
completed in 1914. In 1916, Martin Heffron first approached him and broached the subject of a
partnership. These preliminary discussions were interrupted when William joined the army in 1917 and
served in Europe. When William was mustered out in 1919, the discussions picked up where they left off
in 1917. In 1920, Heffron took on Fitzgerald as a partner and renamed his firm. The firm of Heffron &
Fitzgerald would survive until 1933. By that time the Great Depression had caused building projects to
cease all over the country, and the partners had to discharge their staff and workers, and they then
closed the business. Martin Heffron’s wife died in 1936 and his own health started to decline. In 1937 he
left Rochester to live with his son in Dickinson, North Dakota. He died in a hospital there at the age of 90
in 1938. William Fitzgerald died in 1939.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
Academy of Our Lady of Lourdes
(1882) St. Mary’s Hall (move to site & addition)
(1888) 1°t addition to Academy
(1903) Heating Plant & Laundry
(1908) 2" addition to Academy
(1912) St. Anthony Hall (remodel & addition)
(1921) Alfred Convalescent Hospital (remodel & addition)
St. Marys Hospital
(1889) Original Hospital
(1893) 1°t addition to Hospital
(1897) 2" addition to Hospital
(1903) 3™ addition to Hospital
(1912) 4t addition to Hospital
(1917) Isolation Unit
(1922) 5™ addition to Hospital
(1923) Mary Knoll Farm
(1929) 6% addition to Hospital
(1931) Chapel
College of St. Teresa
(1894) St. Mary’s Hall (remodel)
(1902) St.Mary’s Hall (add west wing)
(1907) St. Clare Hall
(1910) Assisi Hall (remodel)
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(1912) St. Mary’s Hall (add east wing)
(1912) St. Teresa Hall

(1912) St. Cecilia Hall

(1912) St. Rita/St. Hilda House (remodel)
(1912) St. Agnes House (remodel)
(1916) Loretto Hall (remodel)

(1919) St. Joseph House (remodel)
(1919) Whitby Hall (remodel)

(1919) Avila Hall (remodel)

(1919) Snack Bar/Teahouse (remodel)
(1923) St. Mary’s Hall (remodel Chapel)
(1924) Snack Bar/Teahouse (add wings)
(1925) Chapel of St. Mary of the Angels
(1924) Alverna Hall

(1928) Power House

(1929) Lourdes Hall

McCarthy Brothers Construction Company

The firm traces its roots to the year 1864, when Irish immigrant Timothy McCarthy founded a lumber
company in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The company built many farmhouses and barns around the Ann Arbor
area for the next four decades, also building some public and commercial structures. During this time
McCarthy trained his sons John W. McCarthy and Timothy McCarthy, Jr., as carpenters, while their
brother Charles McCarthy became a skilled bricklayer. In 1905 John decided to move to Farmington,
Missouri. Intent on carrying on the family line of business, he convinced his brothers to join him. The
siblings incorporated their new company in 1907 under the name McCarthy Lumber and Construction
Company, with John McCarthy as president. Following the incorporation, the firm began to branch out
into a wider range of construction, including commercial projects and post offices.

Business grew beyond the Farmington area over the next decade, and in 1917 the company moved to
the larger city of St. Louis, where it was renamed McCarthy Brothers Construction Company. The firm
was now well established in its new home state, having been chosen to build the Missouri Building at
the San Francisco World's fair in 1916. Many other projects were built in St. Louis and elsewhere in the
country during the 1920s and 1930s, including the court house in Farmington, completed in 1926. In
1934 the growing company moved its operations to a larger headquarters in St. Louis. The years of
World War Il saw the firm doing construction of Army and Navy lock and canal projects in the Panama
Canal Zone, as well as air strips in the Pacific Theater. Following the war, the company continued to
grow, taking on more large projects.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1946) 7t addition to Hospital
(1956) 8t addition to Hospital
Assisi Heights
(1955) Main building & power plant
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McGough Brothers Construction

Founded in 1956 by Peter McGough and his six sons, the present firm builds on the family legacy. In
addition to McGough's headquarters in St. Paul, Minnesota, they facilitate project development and
construction activities nationwide with branch offices in Dallas, Texas; Rochester, St. Cloud and Duluth,
Minnesota; Cedar Rapids and Des Moines, lowa; and Fargo, North Dakota.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1968) 9t addition to Hospital

Nicholas C. Munck

He was born in 1842 in Germany. After receiving his education there and serving in the army, he learned
the bricklayer’s trade. Shortly after his marriage in 1867, he and his new bride immigrated to the United
States and they arrived in Winona that same year. After working as a bricklayer for a period while
studying American building practices, he then became a highly successful building contractor. In 1884,
he was hired by the School Sisters of St. Francis based in Wisconsin to erect their new academy building
in Winona. Prior to his retirement in 1895, he erected about 400 buildings in Winona and the
surrounding area. He died in 1917 in Winona.

Projects later purchased by the Rochester Franciscans:
Saint Mary’s Academy (a.k.a. St. John’s Hospital)
(1884) main building
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Part 3 (Artisans):

Derix Glasstudios
The firm was founded in Tanusstein, Germany in 1866. The firm is still active and internationally known
for its work in the design and fabrication of stained glass windows.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
College of St. Teresa
(1957) Chapel (Rose window)

Emil Frei & Associates

Emil Frei was born in Bavaria in 1869 and educated at the Munich Academy of Art. He immigrated to the
United States in 1895. After living briefly in New York City and San Francisco, Frei and his wife moved to
St. Louis and joined a large and vibrant German community there. In 1898, Frei opened his first studio in
St. Louis where it still exists today under the management of his descendants. Five generations of the
family have operated the business which is still a leader in the field of stained-glass windows. Originally
the studio produced high quality Munich style windows, with very life-like portrayals of biblical
characters and scenes painted on the glass itself. The firm’s excellence in this genre was recognized with
the Grand Prize at the 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition. In the late 1940s, the firm also began to
produce mid-century modern windows as well as windows in traditional styles.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1931) Chapel windows
(1951) Francis Chapel windows
Assisi Heights
(1955) Chapel & lobby windows

Jean Lambert-Rucki

He was born in Krakow, Poland in 1888 and educated at the School of Fine Arts there. In 1911 he arrived
in Paris, France where he would remain until his death in 1967, working as a graphic designer and
sculptor. After serving in the French Foreign Legion during World War |, he assisted in the restoration of
many churches devastated by the war. Through his sculptures and graphic works, he became recognized
as a pioneer of modern religious art in the avant-garde style.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
College of St. Teresa
(1957) Chapel (crucifix)

Dieterich Spahn & Associates

Dieterich Spahn is a German-born American artist working in the fields of stained glass and painting. In a
career spanning more than four decades he has produced roughly 370 stained glass commissions for
places of worship, hospitals, universities and private residences throughout the United States. In
addition to stained glass, Spahn continues to explore new media and techniques with his painting.
Spahn was born in Cologne in 1938. After the war they moved again to Dusseldorf where Spahn studied
the arts and worked with the renowned Dusseldorf artist Gunther Uecker. In 1961 Spahn was invited by
the German-born artist Peter Dohmen to work in his St. Paul studio. Here he assisted in the production
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of a number of noteworthy commissions, including the stained-glass windows and mosaics for the
university chapel at Valparaiso University in Indiana, which became the largest stained-glass windows in
the United States. In 1971, Dieterich Spahn & Associates was formed, devoted exclusively to stained
glass and mosaics for the sacred arts. Over the next decade Spahn worked with George Winterowd and
the nationally recognized church architect Ed Sovik to produce 75 commissions around the country
totaling more than 400 stained glass windows.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans
St. Marys Hospital
(2019) Chapel (vestibule window)

Erhardt Stoettner

Erhardt Stoettner was born in Germany in 1899 and died in Milwaukee in 1992. He was a master
craftsman and worker in stained glass. He immigrated to the United States in 1939 and began a long
career as head designer for the T.C. Esser Glass Studios in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. One of his most
important commissions occurred after World War Il, when he assisted with the restoration of the
windows of Reims Cathedral in France. He researched and chose the glass colors and regulated the
technical details of the restoration. He collaborated on Reims project with Gerhard Recke who did the
designs for the windows and statuary.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1957) Chapel (fabricate stained glass windows)

Ferdinando Stufflesser

Ferdinando Stufflesser is a sculptor of religious statues, working primarily in wood. He is the fourth
generation of his family who have done this work in a studio established by his ancestor Ferdinand
Stufflesser in 1875. The current studio and workshop, named Ars Sacra 1875 Ferdinand Stufflesser, is
located in Ortesi, a small town near Bolzano in northwest Italy. The town was originally in Austria but
following World War | the borders changed and the area became part of Italy. The studio is now a highly
regarded source of religious art and has examples of their work in churches around the world.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
St. Marys Hospital
(1951) Francis Chapel (statues)

Anton Wendling

He was born in Germany in 1891 and died there in 1965. He was a professor of art at Aachen University.
As a master draftsman and designer of stained glass, he had a long list of successful commissions in
Europe and the United States, especially in church windows.

Projects for the Rochester Franciscans:
College of St. Teresa
(1957) Chapel (design nave & clerestory windows)
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History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Plat Map of Olmsted County, Cascade Township (1914)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Plat Map of Olmsted County, Cascade Township (1928)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Plat Map of Olmsted County, Cascade Township (1946)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

St. Mary’s Hospital Patients’ Site Map (1975);
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

St. Mary’s Hospital Patients’ Site Map (2018);

St. Marys Hospital; Rochester MN

Sanborn Insurance Maps of Rochester, Minnesota (1884)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Sanborn Insurance Maps of Rochester, Minnesota (1890)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Sanborn Insurance Maps of Rochester, Minnesota (1900)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN
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Sanborn Insurance Maps of Rochester, Minnesota (1914)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Sanborn Insurance Maps of Rochester, Minnesota (1921)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN

Sanborn Insurance Maps of Rochester, Minnesota (1928)
History Center of Olmsted County; Rochester MN
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From the Internet:

“College of Saint Teresa” (wikipedia.com, with additional external links to other related
information)

“College of Saint Teresa Buildings” (johnbellairs.wikea.com, with photos and text by John
Bellairs)
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Newspapers & Periodicals (full citations in end Notes)

LaCrosse Tribune (W)
Minneapolis Tribune
Olmsted County Democrat
Owatonna Chroniclen
Owatonna Journal
Owatonna Journal Chronicle
Portsmouth Sun (OH)
Portsmouth Sunday Times (OH)
Portsmouth Times OH
Rochester Daily Post
Rochester Post

Rochester Post & Record
Rochester Post Bulletin
Rochester Record & Union
Saint Marys Hospital News Bulletin
St. James Plain Dealer

St. Paul Pioneer Press

The Winonan

Winona Courier

Winona Daily Herald
Winona Daily News

Winona Daily Republican
Winona Post

Winona Republican Herald
Winona Sunday News
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